WORSHIP IN THE TAMIL COUNTRY             1(&
the liver in his mouth during the procession,1 when the
rice and blood is sprinkled through the village, and
sometimes part of the entrails is cooked with rice and
presented before the image. At one village I found
that, after this procession has gone round the houses,
it passes on to the burning ghat,2 where the entrails
are taken from the pujari's neck and the liver from his
mouth; and both are laid down with some curry and
rice, which is afterwards eaten by a few of the low-
caste people. These extremely repulsive processions,
however, are not, as in the Telugu country, especially
connected with buffalo sacrifices.
Another milage. An unfeelingf custom prevails in
one village that I came across, which is considerably
worse than seething a kid in its mother's milk. When
a pig is sacrificed to Aiigalamman, its neck is first cut
slightly at the top and the blood allowed to flow on to
some boiled rice placed on a plantain leaf, and then the
rice soaked in its own blood is given to the pig to eat.
If the pig eats it, the omen is good. If not, the omen
is ted. But in any case the pig has its head cut off by
a Sudra pujari. In some villages the blood of the pig,
offered to Angalamman, is mixed with boiled rice,
taken to the burning ghat, where the dead bodies are
burned, and thrown into the air at night as an offering
to the spirits that hover round the place.
Pudukkottai sub-division, Trichinepoly District.
Among other curious applications of the blood of
animals, not the least interesting and significant is the
one that prevails in nearly all the villages of the
Pudukkottai taluq of the Trichinopoly district, where
it is the custom for all the villagers to dip cloths in the
blood of animals slain simply for food, and hang them
up on the eaves of their houses to protect the cattle
against disease. This is probably a relic of ao age
when the eating of animal food under any circumstances
had a religious significance.
1 See above, p. 52, and below, p. 148.
9 The place where the dead are burned.